NORTHSTAR 

CQI COMMITTEE MEETING

MINUTES

12/10/2009

08:00 Stanley Room 

Attendance:


Dave Robie


Tom Doak


Cory Morse


Wade Browne

A. Old Business

Respiratory Studies November results were 100% Compliance. Termination of the official study was suggested and agreed. Data will continue to be taken from MEMSRR and checked.

The new study involving Spinal Assessment will begin using MEMS Spinal Assessment as the base line and assessing how well providers are using the new NorthStar guidelines. The study will be done with the intent of improving standard documentation and compliance as follows:

1. NorthStar Spinal Assessment begins January 1 in conjunction with updated Spinal Assessment Policy/Guidelines. 

a. Goal – trauma patients must be evaluated for potential of spinal injury. If the potential exists, the provider will assess the patient following MEMS Spinal Assessment Protocol using NorthStar EMS guidelines.

(1) Patients with deficits will be immobilized using standard practice.

(2) Patients without deficits will be treated for any other injuries and transported or released as required by MEMS protocol.

(3) Documentation will indicate the steps used and findings for each step.

b. Compliance – 100%.

c. Education/Information needs to be provided. 

d. Education to be completed and study to begin January 1 2010.

All work plans have been completed. A proposed Troponin test trial has been put on hold temporarily.

B. Problem Solving

A discussion of issues surrounding confidentiality was held. All were reminded that any and any issues involving personnel are STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL, and any dissemination of information involving CQI will not be tolerated. 

      C.  New Business

There was a discussion of Zofran use for flu related general nausea. The question was asked if it could be given without calling OLMC for orders. The answer is yes if our local Medical Control will issue a standing order stating that we can do so in our practice for NorthStar. This does not carry beyond NorthStar patient care. We will request this order from Dr Zanella.

Thomas H. Doak, EMT-P

CQI Coordinator


